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Indiana Legislators 
1. Where can I find them? iga.in.gov/legislative/find-legislators 

Your State Senator and Representative have contact information posted on their 

webpages that can be used to talk to them or their Legislative Assistants. You may send 

an email, make a phone call, or even ask for an in-person meeting! Use the above link to 

enter your home or school address and find out who the State Senator and 

Representative for your districts are.  

Many legislators will hold meetings in their areas called “Third House Meetings” that the 

public may attend to hear about the work they are doing and ask questions. Here is a 

schedule of known Third House Meetings. Some legislators will visit you at your school 

or be willing to set up a meeting with you in their office or some other spot like a local 

restaurant, grocery store, library, or coffee shop. Their webpages have a picture of your 

specific legislator so you know what they look like. 

 

http://iga.in.gov/legislative/find-legislators
https://www.aclu-in.org/en/resources/advocacy/third-house-meetings
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Some legislators have Facebook pages or Twitter accounts and use them often, 

though some do not use social media. You can usually tell by searching for their name 

and looking at their page if they are easy to contact through Facebook or Twitter by how 

frequently they post. Using Twitter or Facebook to contact them is usually best saved for 

sending them a quick “thanks for supporting this issue” or “please vote NO on this bill” 

message and not for meaningful, important communication.  

2. What do they do?  

Simply put, they write and pass new laws. You can see below for a more detailed 

background, but the important thing to know about these State Senators and 

Representatives is that they are elected by the people of your district (a small piece of 

Indiana where you live, here’s a map) to solve problems and keep the State of Indiana 

running. That means they help create the budget (how we spend our State taxes and the 

Federal money we get), make rules about what is allowed and what isn’t for both 

residents and companies, and plan for the future in a variety of ways. Our State is run, 

day to day, by many agencies that oversee our highways (Department of Transportation), 

Elections (Secretary of State: Election Division), farms (Department of Agriculture), parks 

(Department of Natural Resources), and many more parts, but the State Legislature sets 

the rules for how each of these agencies works, how much money they get to do their 

work, and what their limitations are.  

3. What do they NOT do?  

Your State Senator and Representative does not have a say over decisions that affect 

the whole country. You have a US Representative and two US Senators who work in the 

United States of America capitol in Washington D.C. who create and pass laws that do 

that. Your State Senator and Representative are focused on things that only affect the 

State of Indiana. They also have some limitations when it comes to your specific 

neighborhood or school. While they may help determine the budget and things like 

standardized tests for all the schools in Indiana, they do not decide how each school is 

managed, what teachers work there, or what you do in class all day. Though they can 

influence what subjects you may be required to take!  Also, remember many of you have 

 

https://www.indianachamber.com/policy-advocacy/district-maps/
https://www.in.gov/indot/
https://www.in.gov/sos/elections/
https://www.in.gov/isda/
https://www.in.gov/dnr/3240.htm
https://www.house.gov/
https://www.senate.gov/
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a City or Town Council and maybe a Mayor that helps run the city or town where you 

live, so your State legislator is not in charge of decisions those people make on 

where a sidewalk goes or who gets to have a parade. Sometimes if you are confused as 

to “who is the decision maker?” you can do a little research to find out, but if you don’t 

find a clear answer, your City Councilors or State Representatives are often happy to help 

you figure it out! 

Talking to Legislators 
It can be intimidating talking to your State Senator or Representative, but remember: they are 

elected and paid to do the job of representing YOU. Their job is to listen to you and take your 

problems into account when they are writing and passing new laws. Good legislators who want 

to get re-elected will be very interested in hearing from you and learning about what your 

concerns are.  

Some basic tips to make your communication better: 

1. State legislators are busy!  

Try to respect their time and prepare what you want to talk to them about ahead of time. 

Do your research, find out what your lawmaker has already done on the topic you are 

interested in addressing. Know something about their background, perhaps what they do 

for a job besides being a legislator, so you can connect their work to your message. 

If your class is planning to contact a legislator or ask for a meeting with them, work 

together to prepare a group message that brings all of you together. Plan what each of 

you will say, who will ask which questions, what the most important points you want to 

make are, and what the goal or outcome of the meeting should be.  

● Do you want them to write a new law?  

● Do you want them to help defeat a current bill?  

● Do you want them to learn more about an issue?  

● Make a plan to follow up with them to find out if they’ve done the things you have 

asked. 
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2. Face to Face is best.  

When possible, getting to talk to anyone in person is often the way to have the most 

impact and be remembered. But calls and letters are important too, and even great way 

to follow up after a face-to-face meeting.  

3. Talk about Yourself.  

Lawmakers are often given mountains of information to read and study, and they are not 

experts in every topic. Often what they remember from meeting their constituents (those 

they represent from their home district) are stories! Talk about why you care about an 

issue, how it relates to your life and future, how it makes you feel. Share your vision and 

ideas about how you want to solve a problem and how you want to be a part of the 

solution. Offer to help them, by sharing information you have, doing a presentation, 

recommending a documentary. Your interaction can have a BIG impact on how your 

legislator thinks, feels, and acts.  

Legislation 

1. For Information on Bills (aka proposed laws) 

Each year, all the Bills that will be considered by the State Representatives and Senators 

are assigned a number (beginning with HB or SB), assigned a Committee, and posted 

here: http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2020/bills/ 

You can read a summary of each, or the full version (Latest Version), see who the Author 

or any Sponsors are, as well as see if there are any amendments by clicking on each Bill. 

Under “Bill Actions,” it will show what Committee will review the Bill and if any votes have 

taken place and what the results were.  

2. For Information on Committees (the first stop for any Bill) 

All the Committees are listed here: http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2020/committees/ 

 

http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2020/bills/
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2020/committees/
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You can see which lawmakers are a member of each committee, as well as when 

that committee meets and what Bills they plan to review that day. When a vote occurs, 

the results of that vote will be posted on the committee page as well as attached to that 

bill’s page under “Bill Actions.” 

3. For Information on the Schedule 

Here are important deadlines for the Indiana General Assembly (the entire State 

Government) for this year: http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2020/deadlines/ 

They only meet until March 14, 2020 and bills have deadlines to meet before that time in 

order to become laws. “Third Reading,” in this case, means that a bill must have a 

majority vote of approval by that chamber (house or senate) in order to advance.  

 

Background/Process 
The people of Indiana are represented at their State Government, much like in their country’s 

Capitol, by three branches of power: the Legislature (in this case, the Indiana General Assembly 

which is made up of the State Senate and the House of Representatives), the Executive 

(Governor), and the Supreme Court (Indiana State Supreme Court).  

 

 

http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2020/deadlines/
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We, as individual voters, get to elect two people to represent us in the State Legislature: our 

State Senator who represents our State Senate District and a State Representative who 

represents a smaller House District. There are 150 Legislators in total, 100 in the House and 50 

in the Senate. These Districts are mapped after each national census (where we count all our 

residents, each 10 years at the beginning of a new decade).  

In Indiana, our legislature meets only 3-4 months of the year, during the winter, which reflects 

our farming origins. Legislators gather in our State Capitol, Indianapolis, at the Statehouse to 

pass new laws through a very specific, yet often confusing, process! Each Representative many 

file up to 5 bills during the first week of “session” (the period of time they meet each year), and 

each State Senator may submit 10 bills. Each bill is assigned a number that begins with either 

SB (Senate Bill) or HB (House Bill) and assigned a Committee in its chamber (House or Senate) 

of origin. Sometimes there will be similar or identical version of bills created by different 

lawmakers in either the House or Senate.  

The process of a bill becoming a law can be very complex, but generally, it begins in a 

Committee where a smaller group of Representatives (House Committees) or Senators (Senate 

Committees) gather to discuss legislation on based on subject. There are Agriculture 

Committees as well as Education, Environmental Affairs, Judiciary, Transportation, Utilities, 

Elections, and more. The Committees are run by a Chair person who selects from the bills that 

are sent to their Committee and schedules “hearings” for these bills. During a hearing, a specific 

Bill is presented, usually by its author, and testimony is heard by advocates in favor of the 

proposed bill or against it. The Chair determines how many people will get to speak about the 

bill and for how long. Citizens of Indiana are permitted to attend these hearings and fill out a 

request at the beginning of the hearing to testify. If time runs out, anyone may submit written 

testimony to the members of the Committee. The Committee members may offer amendments 

to the Bill that are voted on individually.  

The Chair may decline to take a vote on a bill at the end of a hearing, in which case the bill 

“dies.” If a vote is taken and it has a majority in favor of the bill advancing, the bill can be brought 

to the full House or Senate for another vote, where amendments may be added or removed, and 

then another vote is taken on the new version of the bill. If there is a majority in favor, the bill is 
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sent to the other chamber of the legislature, House or Senate. The process begins again with 

the bill being assigned a Committee and if passed, having a full vote by the chamber. If a bill 

is approved by each chamber, House and Senate, it may require a Conference Committee to sort 

out any differences between the versions (different amendments, etc.), but eventually it goes to 

the Governor who has a limited amount of time to sign the bill or veto it (say no to the bill). Even 

without the Governor’s signature, the bill will become part of Indiana’s laws.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


